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Early Worship Services

“Devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers”

Some New Testament Texts: Acts 2:42; 20:7-11; 1 Corinthians
14; 16:1f.; 1 Thessalonians 5:27; Luke 4:16-22; Acts 13:14-16.

SOURCES

PLINY: [The Christians] affirmed, however, the whole of their guilt, VIL1
or their error, was, that they were in the habit of meeting on a certain
fixed day before it was light, when they sang in alternate verses a hymn
to Christ, as to a god, and bound themselves by a solemn oath, not to
any wicked deeds, but never to commit any fraud, theft or adultery,
never to falsify their word, nor deny a trust when they should be called
upon to deliver it up; after which it was their custom to separate, and
then reassemble to partake of food—but food of an ordinary and inno-
cent kind. Even this practice, however, they had abandoned after the
publication of my edict, by which, according to your orders, I had for-
bidden political associations. I judged it so much the more necessary to
extract the real truth, with the assistance of torture, from two female
slaves, who were styled deaconesses; but I could discover nothing more
than depraved and excessive superstition. (Letters Book X.xcvi, addressed
to the Emperor Trajan)!

JUSTIN: We always remind one another of these things [our teachings]. Those who 2
have provide for all those in want. [Next two sentences are the first two in VI.4] And on
the day called Sunday there is a gathering together in the same place of all who live in a
city or a rural district. The memoirs of the apostles or the writings of the prophets are
read, as long as time permits. Then when the reader ceases, the president in a discourse
admonishes and urges the imitation of these good things. Next we all rise together and
send up prayers. And, as I said before, when we céase from our prayer, bread is pre-
sented and wine and water. The president in the same manner sends up prayers and
thanksgivings according to his ability, and the people sing out their assent saying the
“Amen.”” A distribution and participation of the elements for which thanks have been
given is made to each person, and to those who are not present it is sent by the deacons.
Those who have means and are willing, each according to his own choice, gives what he
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